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A dangerous and prolonged heat wave will impact extreme southeast Kansas and the Missouri 

Ozarks over the next several days.  Good morning everyone…Doug Cramer here with the National 

Weather Service.  

Starting today…heat indices will range from the upper 90s in the eastern Ozarks…to around 105 

degrees over the Osage Plains and Osage River Valley Regions of southeast Kansas and western 

Missouri.  In response to this excessive heat…
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The National Weather Service has issued an Excessive Heat Warning for locations along and west of 

a line from Joplin Missouri to Versailles…or essentially the counties shaded in purple.   

Eventually…either an advisory or a warning will be needed for the rest of the Ozarks Region as 

temperatures will continue to warm over the next few days.  

This heat wave will occur in response to the expansion of a summertime high pressure cell.

3



This summertime high can be viewed on this water vapor image.  Notice as we animate the image…
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You can see a clockwise rotation in the atmosphere over Oklahoma, Kansas, and Texas…
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This clockwise rotation represents the the summertime high pressure system that is forecasted to 

become anchored over the nations mid section for the next several days.   Location underneath or 

near this high pressure cell will experience very hot temperatures mixed with high humidity.
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We will show you some forecast graphics…so you can see why how this high pressure system evolves 

with time…and why we feel that this heat wave will be prolonged.  The yellow contours show the 

pressure structure of the summertime high…and where it will be located with time.  The green, blue, 

and red images is the model attempting to forecast where precipitation will occur.  Notice that by this 

afternoon…the summertime high will of already expanded into Kansas and Missouri.
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Here is the forecasted location of the summertime high on Saturday afternoon.
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And Sunday afternoon.
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Notice by Monday afternoon…the Summertime high remains parked directly over the state of 

Missouri.
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And not much changes on Tuesday afternoon.
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Here is Wednesday afternoon…
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And finally…Thursday afternoon the forecast model suggests that the summertime high may 

attempt to shift east of the region…however…we speculate that the model is moving the high out of 

the Ozarks region too early…which would prolong the heat wave into late next week.
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Here is today’s heat index forecast.
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And this is Saturday’s heat index forecast.
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And here is Sunday.
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And by Monday…notice that almost all locations across southern and central Missouri will 

experience 105 degree or above heat indices…likely prompting either an advisory or warning for the 

rest of the region.
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Here are some simple steps to avoid heat related illnesses…
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This concludes the hazardous weather briefing from the NWS in Springfield, MO. Be sure to check

back to our website at www.weather.gov/springfield, or tune into NOAA Weather Radio for the latest

forecast information. In addition, be sure to stay tuned to NOAA Weather Radio and local media for

the latest watches, warnings, and advisories from the NWS. We hope you have a FABULOUS day.


